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Water Quality Guidance

Additions to Guidance Document

• Added ¼ mile buffer around intermediate wastewater/ 
industrial dischargers

• Expanding intermediate list to include those dischargers 
that had a design flow rate of one million gallons per day 
or greater; focus was on sanitary dischargers

• Included a table that shows the names of all the National 
Pollution Discharge Elimination System permitees in the 
study region with their primary effluent type and the MLPA 
Master Plan Science Advisory Team’s discharge rating 
(major, intermediate or minor)

• Included some information on wastewater outfall pipelines
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Evaluation Scoring Methods

Edits Made to Evaluation Methods

• Scores for areas of special biological significance (ASBS) 
will now be based on percent shoreline coverage

• Each marine protected area (MPA) will be weighted 
according to its size against the total proposal’s size; this 
ratio will be applied to each MPA’s score and all scores will 
be averaged to obtain a final score
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Evaluation Scoring Methods
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